
HE

HERIDAN
www.thesheridanpress.com

Tuesday, February 15, 2011 50¢124th Year, No. 227 Serving Sheridan County, Wyoming

 Press
TUESDAY

BILLINGS (AP) — A federal
judge on Monday denied a request
from wildlife advocates to stop the
planned slaughter of hundreds of
wild bison from Yellowstone
National Park that were captured

In a 72-page opinion, U.S.
District Judge Charles Lovell in
Helena wrote that while the
slaughter of bison may be “dis-
tasteful,” it is a “time-honored”
method of controlling a disease

An estimated 525 bison are
being held in corrals along the
border of the snowed-in park after
trying to leave in recent weeks in
search of food at lower elevations.
The animals are generally prohib-
ited in Montana under a federal-
state agreement meant to protect
livestock against the reproductive

So far 217 of the captured ani-
mals have tested positive for expo-
sure to the disease. Those will be
first up for slaughter. Park offi-
cials have said the remaining
bison could be killed as well if the
corrals at Stephens Creek near
Gardiner are overwhelmed as ani-
mals continue to pour out of

Lovell’s ruling came in
response to a restraining order
request from several environmen-

The judge also sided with the
federal government in tossing out
the groups’ 2009 lawsuit in which
they had demanded a new environ-
mental review of the federal-state

He wrote that there had been
steady, if slow, progress in trying
to establish new habitat for the
animals outside the park. He
pointed to past slaughters, which
have removed more than 3,000
bison over the last decade, as evi-
dence the park’s bison herds could

A love of reading on Valentine’s Day

Leonard Hurst and Ann Jackson on Monday read two books to children from the YMCA and
Marion Day Care programs at the Sheridan Senior Center. The event was organized by the
Sheridan branch of Raising Readers in Wyoming, which encourages parents to read to their
young children by providing books through local doctors’ offices as part of their well-child health
care visits.

By Kristen Salamon
kristen@thesheridanpress.com

Valentines and the Cookie Monster high-
lighted reading selections at the Sheridan
Senior Center on Monday morning as two
seniors read books to children from the
YMCA and Marion Day Care programs.

The reading was organized by Raising
Readers in Wyoming, a statewide organiza-
tion with a Sheridan office that encourages
parents to read to their young children by
providing new books as part of well-child
health care visits.

“We wanted to let kids know that every-
body reads,” the organization’s executive
director, Jolene Olson, said Monday.
“Grandmas and grandpas read. So every sea-
son, except for summer, we try to get togeth-
er with folks at the senior center and local
day cares to have our local seniors read a
book or two.”

Approximately 25 kids participated in
yesterday’s reading; full of energy and sto-
ries, the little ones fell quiet as soon as
Leonard Hurst and Ann Jackson began read-
ing the books chosen for the day.

“They love being read to,” a YMCA
child care supervisor said. 

According to Olson, research has shown
that when parents are given a “prescription”
to read to their children by a doctor, they are
four times more likely to read and share
books with their children.

Olson added that national surveys have
shown that only 39 percent of parents read or
look at a picture book with their infants daily.

“It is very important for kids to begin
reading early,” she said.

Raising Readers in Wyoming provides
age-appropriate books to children when they
visit health care providers for their well-child
visits at the ages of 2, 4, 6, 12, 15 and 18
months old as well as for 2-, 3-, 4- and 5-
year-olds.

Olson said the program is funded prima-
rily through donations and gifts from local
foundations. In 2010, she said, Raising
Readers in Sheridan gave out approximately
2,800 books.

For more information on Raising
Readers in Wyoming, visit www.raisin-
greadersinwyoming.org.
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unanimously approved the one item
on its agenda Monday, a request to
subdivide
two lots of
the
Sugarland
South
Addition
into four
lots for
commercial
develop-
ment. 

this did was
basically
create two
additional
commercial
lots in the
commercial
development that includes
Albertson’s,” city Planning and
Development Director Robert
Briggs said this morning. “It cre-
ates one on the western side of
Albertson’s and one in the north-
east corner of the parking lot.”

mission discussed its concern about
sufficient parking for additional
businesses. Briggs said the appli-
cant, Gillette Retail Owner L.C.,
which owns the shopping center
development, submitted a parking
plan to address those concerns.

7.259 acres. 

vision must also be approved by
the City Council. He said the sub-
division request will likely appear
on the agenda for the council’s first
meeting in March.
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