Above: Sheridan County
Fulmer Public Library Senior
Outreach/Homebound
Services Manager Judy
Armstrong sets up books in the
lobby of the Sheridan Senior
Center on Wednesday. As a
part of the library’s Senior
Outreach Services program,
Armstrong brings a variety of
library materials available for
checkout to the Senior Center
the last Wednesday of every
month. Right:Armstrong carries
bags of books to the Sheridan
Senior Center on Wednesday.
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Outreach

+ Service brings books
to readers who can't
get to the library

By Frances K. Foster
Staff reporter

Free home delivery and pickup of books are just
one of the services for the homebound provided by
Fulmer Public Library’s Homebound Services, said
Judy Armstrong, librarian for Senior Outreach
Services and Homebound Services.

Anyone who is either temporarily or permanently
homebound for any reason can call the library and
request books, which are delivered Tuesdays.
Armstrong said she currently delivers to about 70
people monthly.

The homebound “deserve the chance to get the
type of books they really want, the same as those who
can visit the library,” Armstrong said.

She added, “I'm pleased to be able to do that for
them” by taking the time to talk with the homebound
about what they enjoy reading. “I put a real emphasis
on individual tastes and needs.”

Books — as well as books on tape and CDs,
videos, and magazines — are checked out for four
weeks and can be renewed, she said.

The homebound who live outside Sheridan can
also request books to be mailed to them, all free of
charge, Armstrong said.

As part of Senior Outreach Services, Armstrong
takes about 25 to 30 large-print books to the Sheridan
Senior Center the last Wednesday of each month
from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., so seniors can check
books out without making an extra trip to the library.

“I pretty much know what they (seniors) want”
after visiting with them each month, she said. The
most popular books are mysteries, romances and con-
temporary fiction.

Ella Hood, who has lived in Sheridan 10 years,
was checking out three mysteries this week. It saves
her a little time, she said, although she also visits
Fulmer when she needs something new to read.
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“I like the large-print books” for ease
of reading, she said.

She has also received books as a
homebound following two surgeries,
Hood said.

“It’s a misconception that all seniors
are interested in ‘sedate reading,’”
Armstrong said.

She likes romantic mysteries but not the
“wild ones.”

Because she comes to the center
Wednesdays to eat lunch, it is conve-
nient for her to check books out that day,
Konkel said.

Other services for seniors that
Armstrong offers are bringing books and
other library- relaled malerlal to retire-
ment ies. sted-living facili-

Some older seniors have r
books with “a little zing to them” aflcr
being offered only more conventional or
conservative books, she said.

Although she’s stopped to talk with
Armstrong while at the Senior Center
before, Dorothy Nichols checked out her
first book through the S.0.S. program at
the center this week.

“I love good murder mysteries” but
not the “mushy junk” in most romances,
she said.

“It’s a great service,” Nichols said of
the opportunity to check books out at the
center.

Nichols is also a volunteer with the
Senior Companion Program and reads
each week to two blind seniors, she said.

Some seniors stop to ask questions
about the library, request books for the
following month, or apply for a library
card, Armstrong said.

Joyce Konkel has been checking
books out at the center for several years.

ties, other senior-based organizations,
and Sheridan Memorial Hospital and the
VA Medical Center.

All a senior or facility employee has
to do is call the library with a request,
and Armstrong said she will add the stop
to her schedule.

She will also arrange for a computer
class or organize a “reminiscence pro-
gram,” such as one held for people to
discuss their memories during World
War IL

People brought memorabilia such as
photos and letters and shared “amazing”
stories about working for the Red Cross
and serving in the military, she said.

To request books or ask questions
about homebound and senior services,
call Armstrong at 674-8585, ext. 23, or
speak to anyone at the front desk.

“It’s a team effort,” Armstrong said.
All Fulmer Library employees “are alert
to the needs of patrons who might have
difficulty getting to the library.”



